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(13) 

To Mr. Ochs. 

In Regard to the Western Portions of Virginia and 
North Carolina, and a Settlement of Swiss on 
Byrd's Lands in North Carolina about 1735. 

The humble Representative of William Byrd, Esq., of Vir- 
ginia. 

On the back of the British Colonys on the Continent of Amer- 
ica, about 250 miles from the ocean, runs a chain of High 
Mountains stretching away from the North East to the South 
West and holding near parallel with the Sea coast. Several 
Rivers which fall east ward, head in these mountains, as do some 
of the Branches of Mississippi tending towards the West. 

As the French have settlements on these Western Rivers, it 
will be greatly for their advantage to be beforehand with the 
English in gaining possession of the Mountains and for so doing 
(besides their encroaching temper), they will have the following 
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Temptations: First, that they may make themselves Masters of 
all the mines with which there is reason to believe these moun- 
tains abound. Amongst the rest, it" credit may be given to the 
Indians, there are several mines of silver, and this is the more 
probable because the mountains in the back of Virginia and 
Carolina lye in the same parallell with the mines of New Mex- 
ico. In the next place that they may engross all the Trade with 
the Western Indians for skins & Furrs, which besides being 
very profitable will engage those numerous nations to the French 
Interest in order to side with them against His Majesty's subjects 
as those bordering upon Canada are already engaged to be trou- 
blesome to the adjacent British Colony. 

And lastly that they may build forts to command the Passes 
thro* the said mountains whereby they will not only be in con- 
dition to secure their own Traffick and settlements westward but 
also to invade the British Colonies from thence, nor are these 
veiws so distant * * * . * as some may imagine, because a 
scheme for that purpose was some years ago laid before the 
Sieur Croissat and approved, but not at that time thought ripe 
for execution, which I hope we shall not sit still and expect. 

These inducements to the French make it prudent for a Brit- 
ish ministry to be watchfull and prevent their seizing this im- 
portant Barrier In order whereunto it may be proper to employ 
some fitt Person to reconnoitre those mountains very diligently 
in order to discover what mines may be found there, as likewise 
to observe what nations of Indians dwell near them, and where 
lye the most considerable Passes in order to their being secured 
by proper Fortifications. And this will be the more necessary 
to be very soon done not only to be beforehand with the French 
but also to prevent the Negros taking Refuge there as they do 
in the mountains of Jamaica to the great annoyance of the 
King's subjects, and these will be the more dangerous, because 
the French will be always ready to supply them with arms and 
to make use of them against us upon all occasions. 

In the mean time it may be necessary to encourage Foreign 
Protestants to come over and seat themselves in the vallys of 
those Mountains which are exceedingly rich and the air perfectly 
wholesome, and the better to tempt them to it, it would be 
worth while to pass an act of Naturalization for all such and suf- 
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fer them to enjoy a certain Portion of Land for each Family free 
from Quitrents for ten years, and if this could be transported 
without charge it would be an effectual Temptation to them and 
no loss to Great Britain by any means. In the course of these 
Discoverys enough Ginseng may be gathered * * * have 
much better health & meet with fewer difficult * * * yards 
than their countrymen have done in the favorite con * * * 
Georgia. They may here exercise their Industry upon every 
thing Genius leads them to, they may plant Vineyards which 
nature encourages them to by twisting a vine round almost 
every tree, they may make silk no place .being more kindly for 
Mulberry Trees. They may produce as fine Flax as any in the 
Universe, for a Linnen Manufacture. They may raise Hemp as 
good as any from Riga, for cordage of all kinds. They may 
also go upon a manufacture of silk grass which is stronger much 
than hemp. With oyl they may also make in what Quantity 
they please of the great variety of nuts that the woods produce. 
And what may surprise you most, I can assure you from expe- 
rience many times repeated, that you may make exceeding good 
sugar lrom a tree we call a Sugar tree, which is very plenty in 
these parts. This tree they tap in the Spring and a sweet Liq- 
uor issues from the wound that may be boild into Sugar, and I 
question not but a spirit may be drawn from it equal to arrack. 
Many more improvements may be made in that fine part of the 
Country, but I shall mention no more, but only that of Provis- 
ions of every kind which may be produced with little Labour in 
the greatest Plenty. It is a fine Place for Cattle and Hoggs, for 
Sheep and Goats, and particularly there is a large creature of 
the Beef kind, but much larger called a Buffalo, which may be 
bred up tame and is good both for Food and Labour. 

Then the Ground will produce any Grain you please with a 
Surprising Increase, besides Potatos & Peas of Various kinds 
that are very wholesome and nourishing. Then you may have 
Fruit in great plenty of every sort and every thing that grows 
in a Garden as good as the world affords. Then there is water 
as clear as Crystal and as sweet as milk, and pleasant stream for 
any kind of mills. Besides all these advantages above Ground, 
there are many promising shews of mines * * * quarries of 
marble upon the Hills. In one word there is nothing * * 
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deserving the name I have given it of the Land of Eden * 
est People of Europe did but know what a Blessed Retreat they 
* * in this happy country they would come over to it in as 
great Flocks as wild Pidgeons fly over it, which sometimes 
darken the sky. If you can give * * edit to this account 
(which is by no means romantic) I hope you will not defer bring- 
ing your little colony over in the Fall to take possesion of so fine 
a Place. I had much rather have to do with the honest Indus- 
trious Switzers than the mixt People that come from Pennsylva- 
nia, especially when they are to be conducted by so prudent a 
Person as yourself. I shall wait for your answer (if any thing 
should retard your coming) till the Spring, before I will make 
any steps towards disposing of this Land, which I have offered 
preferably to you, and if you hold your Resolution of bringing 
over your People whether you think fit to embrace my offer or 
not, you may depend upon all the good offices in the world, 
from Your, etc. 

P. S. You need not trouble yourself to bring mill stones, 
there being stone very proper to make them. You need there- 
fore only have men that understand how to work them out of 
the stone. At first the People need have no other than Hand 
Mills, which will be made with little trouble. In short bring as 
few cumbersome Things as you can, because of the Land car- 
riage, and nothing that your men can make here upon the spot. 
Only they must bring the Tools and arms and ammunition, be- 
sides their necessary clothes. 

For Mr. Ochs. 



(14) 
To Mrs. Taylor. 

Virginia, the ioth.of Octo'b, 1735. 

If my Dear Cousin Taylor be not a little indulgent she will 
be apt to think me a troublesome correspondent this year. It's 
now the fourth time this year I have broke in upon her medita- 
tions, which is pretty fair for one who lives quite out of the Lat- 
itude of news and adventures, nor can pick up one dark scandal 
to season a letter withal. 'Tis a mighty misfortune for an Epis- 
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tolizer not to live near some great city like London or Paris, 
where people play the fool in a well bred way, and furnish their 
neighbors with discourse. In such places stories rowle about 
like snow-balls & gather variety of pretty circumstances in their 
way, till at last they tell very well and serve as a good entertain- 
ment for a country cousin. But alas, what can we poor Hermits 
do, who know of no Intrigues but such as are carried on by the 
amorous Turtles, or some such innocent Lovers ? Our vices & 
disorders want all that wit & refinement which makes them Pal- 
atable to the fine world, we are unskilled in the Arts of makeing 
our follies agreeable, nor can we dress up the Devil so much to 
all advantage as to make him pass for an angel of light. There- 
fore, without a little invention, it would not be possible for one 
of us anchorites to carry on a tolerable correspondence, but like 
French Historians, where we don't meet with pretty incidents, 
we must e'en make them, & lard a little truth with a great deal 
of Fiction. 

Perhaps you will think the story I am going to tell you of this 
poetical sort. We have here an Italian Bona Roba, whose whole 
study is to make her person charming, which to be sure will sound 
very Strangely in the Ears of an English Lady. [He here tells 
a story which might have passed in the days of Fielding or 
Smollett, but is not suited for modern pages.] 

Heaven be praised I am able to tell my Dear cousin Taylor 
that we are all in chearful good Health. We often discourse 
You in Effigie*and call the painter a Bungler for falling so short 
of the Original. I hope you are not grown so thin as he made 
you, because a Lady can't lose her Embonpoint without having 
some of her health go along with it. May you keep that Jewell 
entire, till Himself grows dark with age, & all- his own teeth 
drop out of his head. I am, without one word of a lye, my 
Dear Cousin Taylor's most, etc. 

For Mrs. Taylor. 



'The portrait of Mrs. Taylor, formerly at Westover, now at Brandon. 
She was an English lady and a relation of Mrs. Byrd. 
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(15) 

To Mr. Hanbury.* 

Virginia, the 22nd of October, 1735. 
Sr: 

I fancy'd I had paid you the last compliments of the year 
already, but behold, I now meet with another temptation; my 
old Friend Capt. Colvil has been so unlucky as to meet with 



*Mr. Hanbury was doubtless John Hanbury, of London, long an em- 
inent merchant in the Virginia trade. Capel and Osgood Hanbury, who 
were later leading Virginia merchants of London, were probably his 
sons. They were frequently the consignees of tobacco from the Custis 
estate, and the Virginia Historical Society has the original of the fol- 
lowing letter, which is addressed "To George Washington, Esq* York 

River, Virginia:" 

London, Oc'r 1, 1759. 
Esteemed Friend: 

We are favoured with Thine of June nth, informing us of Thy mar- 
riage with our friend Martha Custis, upon which circumstance we heart- 
ily congratulate you both, & wish you a great deal of happiness. We 
observe Thy directions in regard to our addressing our Letters in rela- 
tion to Coll. Custis's Estate, which we shall do accordingly. 

We are sorry the sales of the 28 Hhds. of Tobacco $ the King of 
Prussia was not satisfactory, assure Thee that considering the Quality, we 
thought we sold Them very well, and was told by the Buyer that they 
were not near so good as those sent * • * [words missing], indeed 
was with no small difficulty that we . * * price we did, please to ob- 
serve that many of them were light, which Hhds. paying the same 
charges as heavier, reduces the produce considerably, & we are sorry 
to say the Quality of those $ the Anna were far from what we could 
wish, owing to their having been put up in too high case, and that Crop 
of Tobacco in General was but ordinary — inclosed comes acct. sales for 
them w'ch we hope * * * too many of them are too light, indeed 
much lighter than we could wish'd. N. 2 was exceedingly bad & it 
gave me a good deal of trouble to get the price it sold for, the Buyers 
informs us that they were put up in too high a case, which we mention 
again for Thy government. It will give us great pleasure to receive 
Thy Consignments <P the Fleet, & we assure Thee our endeavours shall 
not be wanting to make the most of what is entrusted to Our care. 

This now forwards Acct. Currant * * * hope will be found right, 
if otherwise please to note it, & the error shall be carefully examined 
into. Thee cannot well imagine what trouble we have had in the settle- 
ment of the Salvage of the Anna, she being retook by three privateers, 
each of which had its manager, but we look upon it, that, considering 
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unaccountable Delays in loading his ship and by so doing must 
submit to the Inconvenience of a Winter Passage. I am glad 
to hear your ship the Williamsburg got home well, and that 
Crane agreed with a Witch at Hampton for a fair wind all the 
way. The new Tobacco she carry' d surely will make your 
smoakers jump at it as the French at Canada at a fresh cargo of 
women, and I hope, like them, they will be purswaded to pay a 
good Price for it. I blush to tell you they wrote from your 
out Post that they could have had a good Price for Tob'o, if 
some of your generous Londoners had not complimented the 
French agent too much for his Ready Money, and as it was, 
they disposed of their Sweet scented for near a third more than 
the worthys of your great city. The Tob'o bought by Bunce 
continues, I perceive, a reason to this day for the wretched sales 
you Gentlemen make. Surely that merchants warehouse, like 
the widdow's cruise of old, fills up again as fast as any Tobo. is 
delivered out, and I fear will be pleaded against us as long as 
the Pretender* will be thrown in the teeth of the Party against 
the ministry. 

But alas, Miracles are not ceast in trade tho' they are in Re- 
ligion, and perhaps it may be called free thinking to pry too 

the time she was in the possession of the French, we adjudicated as well 
as could be, and indeed had the concern been all our own, we could 
not have done better — the chief News at present, or what is mostly 
talk'd of, is the intended invasion from the French, to be sure they have 
assembled a large Body of Troops together to embark on board Trans- 
ports, but when they really think of attempting it is very uncertain. No 
doubt but any probability of Their landing on our * * will put us 
here in great confution, all the necessary measures for preventing it hath 
been & are taken, which they certainly be acquainted with it, & which 
we hope will make them laid the plan aside. Concludes with regard, 

Thy Assured Friends, 

Capel & Osgood Hanbury. 

[A few weeks later Hawke's victory of November 20th put an end to 
all fears of French invasion. — Ed.] 

* During this period it was a favorite device of the party in power in 
England to charge the members of the opposition with being secretly 
adherents of the Pretender and opposed to the family on the throne. 
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narrowly with one as well as the other. For that Reason I shall 
say no more about it, but only hope that a Decent faith may 
save us in both cases. I have ordered that worthy citizen and 
Merchant Tailor, Benjamin How, to make me a suit of Cloaths, 
for which you will be so good as to pay Him. I also desire you 
to send me a black Pear tree frame for a Picture that is 4 Feet, 
2 Inches long, and 3 feet wide. These my Friend are all the 
Favours I have at present to entreat of you in behalf of 
Your humble Servant, 
To Mr. Hanbury. 



Sr: 



(16) 
To Governor Johnston,* of North Carolina. 

Virgn'a, the 2nd of December, 1735. 



I am sorry your Excellency had so unhappy a Reason for 
not honoring us with your company at our last Gen'll Court, 
the Seasonings of that moist clymate are probably more rude 
and unmercifull to strangers than they are here, tho' even 
amongst us, People sometimes meet with an indifferent welcome. 
I reckon yours are as bad as Zealand Agues, which almost 
shake the bones out of joint. Nevertheless, I make no doubt but 
the Bark will subdue them if it be good and has not undergone 
a gentle Decoction before it came hither. But then the repeat- 
ing ounce must be swallowed or the distemper will as surely re- 
turn as speech to a silent woman. 

Your Excellency gives me great pleasure in the hopes of kiss- 
ing your hand here at Westover, the worst of it is those hopes 
sicken a little at their being so long deferred. I wish you had 
changed your air just after your Ilness and permitted us to nurse 
you into perfect recovery. Such a small excursion too, might 
have been some Relief to your cares, some truce to the Fatigue 
of making a stubborn people happy against their wills. That is 
a difficult task, but Prudence & moderation, a Deaf ear to vio- 
lent councils, & making your officers detest oppression as mor- 

* Gabriel Johnston, Governor of North Carolina, 1 734-1 752. 
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tally as you do Your self, will go a great way towards perform- 
ing it. 

I humbly thank you, S'r, for your kind disposition to favour 
me all you can about my Land.* But I hope where there is so 
much Justice there will be the less need of favour. I purchased 
my Land for a valuable consideration of those who had it given 
them by that Government for the charge & fatigue they had 
been at in running the Dividing Line. My Patent was an au^ 
thentic Patent, signed by the Governor and council without any 
manner of Fra\id & dated too on the 9th day of December, 
1728, & the King's Purchase! was not 'til July, 1729. For that 
reason I wonder who could misinform your Excellency so grossly 
as to tell you it was after the King's right accrued. Thus I shall 
never* be under any apprehentions in an English Government, 
when Truth & Justice will have a fair Hearing, at least not in 
the administration of a Gentleman who is not only a Friend but 
a Pattern of those virtues. 

My Intention was to settle a little Colony up that way which 
would not only be a Guard to the Frontiers, but would encour- 
age the taking up of lands in those parts. How much that good 
project may be obstructed by any cavils about my title, I cant 
tell, but I shall be cautious til I see what your Court of Equity 

* Colonel Byrd or his son sold a tract of 26,000 acres in North Caro- 
lina, called the Saura town or the Land of Eden, to Colonel Francis 
Farley, of Antigua, and his brother Simon Farley, for ^1,000 sterling. 
They also owned tracts of land in Norfolk county, Va. Colonel Farley 
was the father of James Parke Farley, who coming-to William and Mary 
College for his education, married, in 177 1, Elizabeth Hill, daugHter of 
Colonel William Byrd, 3d. They had issue: 1. Elizabeth, married, 1st, 
John Banister, 2d, Dr. Thomas L. Shippen, of Philadelphia; 3d, General 
George Izard, of South Carolina; 2. Maria, married Champe Carter; 3. 
Rebecca, married R. H. Corbin; 4. Eleanor, married George Tucker. 
James P. Farley served in the American army in the Revolution. 

Simon Farley, the other purchaser, had a son, John Simon, an officer 
in the English army in 1772, and a daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Morson. 
A case in one of the Virginia Court of Appeals Reports contains much 
interesting information in regard to these Farley estates. 

f In 1729 seven of the eight Lords Proprietors of North Carolina sold 
their rights to the King, and the colony became a royal government. 
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shall determine, which I wish may decide matters in such a man- 
ner as to deserve its name. 

I heartily wish you may bring your good purposes with exe- 
cution, but if I know anything of that people, I fear you will 
meet with great difficultys. Confusion is not easily reduced into 
order, nor will a high hand do it, without you had some Regi- 
ments to back it. Your Excellency will pardon my freedom, but 
turning People out of their possessions & reducing them to beg- 
gary & dispair is a new way to quiet a' country, in the opinion 
of sir, your, etc. 

For Gov'r Johnston. 



(17) 
To Mr. Beckford.* 

Virginia, the 6th of December, 1735. 
S'r: 

I had the honor to pay you my Respects in June last & to 
send you as perfect a description of my seat of Westover as 
truth would permit me. I represented it honestly as it is & us'd 
not the french liberty of dressing it up as it ought to be. But 
since my last I have got a person to make a draught of it which 
perhaps will appear a little rough, but if it should not be found 
according to Art, it will make amends by being according to 
truth. Many particulars are left out which could not conve- 
niently be crowded in to so small a Plan, but the Garden & chief 
of the Buildings are comprehended. I wish with all my Heart 
it may tempt you at least to make us a visit in the Spring in 

* Peter Beckford, of Jamaica, at one time speaker of the Assembly of 
that colony and a man of immense wealth, who died in 173s. His es- 
tates were inherited by his eldest son, Peter, who died unmarried within 
a little more than a year later, when they devolved upon a younger son, 
the once famous William Beckford. This gentleman settled as a mer- 
chant in London, was member of Parliament for that city and twice 
Lord Mayor, and during his last term in that office, made, on May 23d, 
1770, his celebrated address in person to the King, in regard to the rights 
of the English people. The words of this historical speech are still vis- 
ible on Beckford's monument in Guildhall. Lord Mayor Beckford was 
the father of William Beckford, the author of " Vathek." 
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order to see it. But if the Torrid Zone be still your choice & 
you should resolve to lay your Bones where you first drew your 
Breath, be so good as to honour this Country with one of your 
sons, of which I hear you are blest with several, you may make 
a Prince of Him for less money here than you can make Him a 
Private Gentleman in England. We live here in Health & in 
Plenty in Innocense & Security, fearing no Enemy from Abroad 
or Robbers at home. Our Government too, is so happily con- 
stituted that a Governour must first outwit us before he can op- 
press us, and. if ever he squeeze money out of us he must first 
take care to deserve it. Our negroes are not so numerous or so 
enterprizeing as to give us any apprehension or uneasiness nor 
indeed is their Labour any other than Gardening & less by far 
than what the poor People undergo in other countrys. Nor are 
any crueltys exercized upon them, unless by great accident they 
happen to fall into the hands of a Brute, who always passes here 
for a monster. We all lye securely with our Doors unbarred & 
can travel the whole country without either arms or Guard, and 
all this not for want of money or Rogues, but because we have 
no great citys to shelter the Thief or Pawn-Brokers to receive 
what he steals. If these happy advantages can tempt either you 
or any of your Friends or Relations hither my Plantation of 
Westover is at your Service. Be so good as to favour me with 
an answer upon this subject and the Tydings of Your Health, 
together with your Commands, will at all times be acceptable in 
the highest Degree to, S'r, Your, etc. 
To Mr. Beckford. 



(18) 

To Col. Alexander Spotswood.* 

Dec'r 22nd, 1735. 
S'r: 

I ought to have acknowledged the honour of your Letter 
before now and the satisfaction I had in hearing you and your 

•Colonel Alexander Spotswood, Governor of Virginia, 1710 1723, 
was at this time resident at Germanna, Spotsylvania county, Va. Col- 
onel Byrd describes most pleasantly, a visit to him here, in "A Trip to 
the Mines." The terraces of Governor Spotswood's garden are still 
visible at Germanna. 
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Family were well. All I am able to say for myself is that 'tho 
I am slow I am sure, and whenever I am long look't for, I come 
at last. If I survive till the Fall, I shall have the very great 
Pleasure of kissing your Hand at Germannia when we come to 
reconnoitre the Branches of Rappahannock River, without rev- 
erencing the snow that begins to whiten my Head and without 
favouring that most Fatal of all Periods, the Grand Climacter- 
ick, they have named me one of the Commissioners for settling 
the Bounds betwixt the King and my L'd Fairfax.* I suspect 
the council has done me this honour with the wicked design of 
wearing the Oldest out first and making a Vacancy near the 
chair, yet this may happen to be best because so much Exercise 
and change of air may probably renew my age and enable me 
to hold out with the most vigorous of them except your old 
Friend the Commissary. 

The Person who has the honour to wait upon you with this 
letter is a man of a Good Family, but either by the frowns of 
Fortune or his own Mismanagement, is obliged to seek his 
Bread a little of the latest in a strange land. His name is Brid- 
ges,! and his Profession Painting, and if you have any Employ- 
ment for him in that way he will be proud of obeying your 
command. 

He has drawn my children and several others in this neigh- 

*The long dispute between the proprietors of the Northern Neck and 
the Crown in regard to boundaries was settled in 1736. The commis- 
sioners on the part of the government were William Byrd, of Westover, 
John Robinson, of Piscataway, Essex county, and John Grymes, of 
" Brandon," Middlesex county. Those for Lord Fairfax were Charles 
Carter, William Berkeley, and, William Fairfax. The final decision 
made the branch of the Rapidan, called Conway river, the southern 
boundary of the Northern Neck. 

t Charles Bridges, an artist who painted many portraits in Virginia, 
probably continuing actively at work in his profession as late as 1750. 
Many of his portraits are extant and almost always, in case of women, 
may be known by a lock of hair resting on or in front of the shoulder. 
In the order book of Caroline county, for October, 1740, in the laying 
of the county levy for that year, it is directed that 1,61:0 pounds of to- 
bacco be sold for money "to pay Charles Bridges for drawing the King's 
Arms for the use of the County Court," doubtless a framed painting of 
the royal arms to hang in the courtroom. 



LETTERS OF COLONEL WILLIAM BYRD, 2D. 237 

bourhood, and tho' he has not the Master Hand of a Lilly or 
Kneller, yet had he lived so long ago as when Places were given 
to the most Deserving, he might have pretended to be Sergeant 
Painter of Virginia. I am S'r, etc. 
To Colo. Spotswood. 

(19) 
To Mrs. Pitt, Bermuda. 

Westover, the 6th Jan., 1735. 
Madam : 

I cannot brag of any of your Favours for these two years 
past, but as I make myself a party in every good thing that be- 
fals Mrs. Byrd, I thank you in her name as well as my own for 
the Oranges you was so kind to send us this Fall. They had 
suffered a good deal in their Passage and like most of our En- 
glish Gentlemen, were the worse for their Travels, but very few 
came sound to me. But this was our ill Fortune and did not 
lessen the Courtesy of the sender, whose Intentions are always 
kind and generous. 

Your changing your mind about a Horse proceeded not I 
hope from our being so long in getting one for you. Your or- 
ders were so particular as to his Qualifications. He was neither 
to start or to stumble, neither be too dull or too sprightly, some 
of which failings tis hard to find a paceing horse without. Those 
that have spirit are very apt to start, and those that are more 
sedate are given to stumble, so that either way I feared being 
accessary to your breaking a Leg or an arm in the Rocky Road 
of that Island. At last I determined to send you an old horse 
of my own, that so if he should make work for the surgeons he 
should cost you nothing. Accordingly I entreated Col'o Mc- 
Kenzy to agree with some of your skippers for his passage but 
he wrote me it would be as easy to perswade a Barmudian take 
a New England witch on Board as a Horse. I am sorry I met 
with so many difficultys in obeying your commands and the 
rather because I fear you will be apt to suspect I have not been 
so zealous in your service as a Gallant man ought to be when a 
Fair Lady is concerned. 
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I want much to hear how your Date Trees flourish, because I 
would faign have so fine an Island have some food of its own to 
depend upon. It lys in the same Latitude with Tunis, which 
produces that fruit in the higest perfection. I doubt not but it 
will thrive as well in Barmudas and be as beneficial to its Inhab- 
itants as it is in the coast of Barbary, where Millions of People 
subsist upon that Fruit, and are fatt, healthy and long lived, 
with such wholesome Dyet. Nor would I only have you sup- 
plyed with some thing to eat, but also some thing to drink if I 
could have my wish, and therefore wonder you don't set them 
the example of planting a vin yard. Vines thrive exceedingly 
in countrys of that Clymate and your soil being Stoney would 
produce very rich wine. It is true you have not much Land, 
but it could be in no other way so profitably employed, for 20 
acres will one year with another yield 50 or 60 Pipes of wine, 
which only at ,£10 a Pipe will amount to .£500. This would 
make one share of Land a pretty estate and enrich the Island 
better than any thing the People can go upon. 

And now I mention a Share of Land, I beg Madam you will 
be pleased to let me know how much a good share would sell 
for in Sterling Money, you will be so good as to inform me how 
dear building is, and what would be the best commodity to send 
thither from this country. Our Winters begin to grow a little 
too rude for me, and I should be glad if my affairs would give 
me leave to move with the Birds of Passage a little more South- 
erly when the cold weather approaches. This you will suspect 
is talking like one whose natural Heat begins to decay, but 'tis 
not quite so bad neither, I was always subject to a cough and 
have formerly been condemned to the Gravel Pitts at Kensing- 
ton, but by the help of good Lungs & Strong Spirits I survived 
the Physician that sent me thither. However, every Winter I 
have more or less of my Barking return upon me, which makes 
me wish myself in your Sommer Islands, where every month is 
May and People cough as seldom as they prophecy. 

Your President's son, Mr. Trimmingham,* has the honour to 

* President of the Council of Bermuda. The Trimminghams were an 
old and prominent family of that island, descended from John Trim- 
mingham, Governor of Bermuda in 1649. Catherine Trimmingham, of 
Bermuda, married George Brent, of " Woodstock," Va., and died in 
1778. 
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wait upon you with this Letter, and is so very kind as to call for 
it, which few of his countrymen can be perswaded to do. Mrs. 
Byrd has a fit of Lazyness come upon her and therefore com- 
mands me to tell you that she is as much as I can be, which is 
impossible, madam. Yours, etc. 

To Mrs. Pitt. 



(20) 
To Sir John Randolph.* 

Westover, the 21st of January, 1735. 
Dear Sir: 

In hopes you may be safe at Williamsburg by this time and 
my Lady up to the Elbow in Sassages & Black Puddings, I 
can't forbear Greeting you well, and signifying our joy at your 
arrival in your own Chimney Corner. We have had the good 
nature to be in pain for you ever since you left us, ' tho in good 
truth your obstinacy in exposing your wife and children to be 
starved with cold and buried in the mire, hardly deserved it. 
No doubt you were obliged to have Pioneers to clean the way 
before you as far as Mr. Custis' Plantation, and you needed Four 
yokes of Oxen, as they do in the deep roads of Sussex to drag 
you thro' the Dirt. I dare say notwithstanding your fine Horses 
you were not able to go along faster than Mr. Attorney walks. 
But what are such trifling Difficultys to a Philosopher of your 
cold Blood, who could see the wheels plunge up to the Axle 
trees without uttering the least Hasty Word, or Suffering one 
peevish thought to start up in your mind. Had you stuck fast 
as once Bishop Trelawney did, you would, not like His Lord' sp, 
have sworn yourself out again, which is better than either whip 
or spur to sime Horses. No doubt you contemplated on the 
deep & difficult Roads as an Emblem of the ways of the world, 
which are too often, I confess, too dirty and troublesome. In 

*SirJohn Randolph (1693-1737) of Williamsburg, was the leading law- 
yer and one of the foremost men of his day in Virginia. He was 
knighted in 1730 and was chosen Speaker of the House of Burgesses 
and Treasurer in 1736. He married Susanna, daughter of Peter Bever- 
ley, and died March 9, 1737. See this Magazine, III, 205-208. 
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short, it was richly worth enduring all your Hardships and Fa- 
tigues to have been able to bear them so like a Primitive Christian. 

Upon the news of Mr. Stag's death, Madam La Baronne de 
GrafFenreidt * is in hopes to succeed to part of his business in 
Town. And were it not for making my good Lady Jealous 
(which I would not do for the world), I would recommend her 
to your favour. She really takes abundance of pains and teaches 
well, and were you to attack her vertue you would find her as 
chaste as Lucretia. 

We are told there is a Bristol ship arrived at York River; if 
she brings any news be so good as to communicate it to your 
Country Friends, and in case you should have nothing Forreign 
we should "be glad of a little Domestick. which of your Actors 
shone most in the Play f next Isabinda, who I take it for granted 



* Charles Stagg, an actor and dancing master, was manager of what 
was probably the first theatre in Williamsburg, which was built for him 
about 1717. He appears to have also had a bowling green and garden 
adjoining the theatre. He died in 1735, and the 'Baronne de Graf- 
fenreidt " who succeeded to his business, doubtless confined herself to 
teaching dancing. There is no evidence that she was connected with 
the theatre. In the Virginia Gazette, February 18-25, "736, is the fol- 
lowing advertisement: "This is to give Notice to all Gentlemen and 
Ladies That Mrs. Barbara De graffenriedt intends to have a Ball on 
Tuesday, the 26th of next April, and an Assembly on the 27th, in Wil- 
liamsburg: For which Tickets will be delivered out at her House." 

She was the wife of Christopher, Baron de Graffenriedt, of Berne, 
Switzerland, who brought a colony of Swiss and Palatines to North Car- 
olina in 1709. This settlement resulted in a great financial loss to the 
Baron, and it is probable that on this account it was necessary for his 
wife to aid in the support of the family. The De Graffenriedts are an- 
cestors of many well-known people, both of their own and other names. 

t Isabinda and Marplot are characters in Mrs. Centlivre's Busy Body, 
a play which was long a favorite on the English stage. Perhaps Colo- 
nel Byrd may have seen, in London, its first presentation in 1709. Anne 
Oldfield " Mrs. Oldfield," born 1683, died 1730, was from 1700 until her 
death a noted actress. According to all the testimony of the age, 
her beauty, vivacity and charm, and the excellence of her acting have 
rarely been equaled. 

In the Virginia Gazette, September 3-10. 1736, the following notice 
appears: " Williamsburg, September 10. This Evening will be performed 
at the Theatre, by the young Gentlemen of the College, The Tragedy 
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is the Oldfield of the theatre ? How came Squire Marplot off? 
with many a clap I suppose, tho I fancy he would have acted 
more to life in the comedy called the Sham Doctor. But not a 
word of this for fear in case of sickness he might poison or re- 
venge your, etc. 

For Sir John Randolph. 



(21) 

To Mr. Lynde,* of Salem, Mass. 

Virginia, the 20th of February, 1735 [6]. 
S'r: 

Considering the frequent opportunities you have of sending 
your commands to your Friends here I wonder by what misbe- 
haviour on my part you have not honour' d me with a syllable 



of Cato: And on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday next, will be acted 
the following Comedies, by the Gentlemen and Ladies of this Country, 
viz: The Busy-Body, The Recruiting-Officer, and The Beaux- 
Stratagem." 
So the actors to whom Col. Byrd refers were probably amateurs. 

* Benjamin Lynde, of Salem, Mass. (son of Simon' Lynde, of Boston), 
Harvard College, 1686; was admitted to the Middle Temple, October 
18, 169s, and called to the bar in 1697, returning to America in Novem- 
ber-December of that year. In 1712 he became a judge of the General 
Court— the first regularly trained lawyer on that bench — and was Chief 
Justice of Massachusetts from 1728 until his death in 1745. He married 
Mary, daughter of William Broune, of Salem. His son, Benjamin 
Lynde, Jr., was a judge of ihe General Court from 1746, and Chief Jus- 
tice of Massachusetts from March at, 1771 to January 15, 1772. Por- 
traits of the two Chief Justices may be found in the Memorial History 
of Boston, II, 558. The reference to "My Lord Chief Justice," is of 
course to Colonel Byrd's correspondent. 

In response to a question, Mr. George Francis Dow, Secretary of the 
Essex Institute, Salem, Mass., has kindly furnished information, from 
which the following is an extract: 

"The diary of Benjamin Lynde, Chief Justice of Massachusetts from 
1728 until his death in 1745, is in print (Boston: privately printed, i.*>8o. 
F. E. Oliver, editor), with a prefatory chapter on the Lynde family, and 
an index containing a dozen references to Epes, and two to Colonel 
William Byrd, and teems with information on the points of your inquiry. 
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since the return of Mr. Eppes.* I troubled you with a long 
Epistle by that Gentlemen, tho' your silence almost tempts me 
to suppose he never delivered it. Yet this baulk don't discour- 
age me from makeing a second attack upon your meditations. 
I can depend upon this Young Gentleman's waiting upon you 
with my respects. He is son of one of your own Countrymen, 
Mr. Ravenscroft.f who haveing some Relatives there, has sent 

If it is not within your reach, we might copy out such portions as you 
require. From page 25 it appears that Mr. Daniel Epes, Jr., arrived 
home from Virginia April 5, i7,v, where he had visited Col< nel Byrd at 
Westover, bringing from him kindly messages to Judge Lynde. On Au- 
gust 16, 1736, Judge Lynde entertained Mr. Kavenscroft at breakfast, the 
next neighbor of Colonel Byrd, on James river, who brought a letter to 
the Judge from Colonel Byrd 

•There was a family of Eppes or Epes resident in Salem, which no 
doubt was related to the Virginia family of the name. A Daniel Epes, 
Esq., was living in Salem in 1720 But there was a later removal from 
Virginia to Salem. There is on record in Chesterfield county, Va., a 
deed, dated April 29, 1755, from William Eppes, of Salem in the Province 
of Massachusetts Bay, gent., and Abigail, his wife, conveying to Peter 
Randolph, of "Chatsworth," Va., 5,000 acres in Chesterfield county, on 
Appomattox river and Skinquarter creek, which was granted to Francis 
Eppes, father of the said William, on February 28. 1733. 

Francis Eppes, father of William, was a member of the Virginia 
House of Burgesses, 1712, 1713, 1714, and died in 1734. He married 

Sarah , and William was his second, but eldest surviving son. 

The youngest son was Richard Eppes. of " Eppington," Chesterfield 
county. 

t From the expression " your countryman," it would appear that the 
elder Ravenscroft was a native of New England. It is probable that 
this elder Ravenscroft was Thomas Ravenscrolt, who was resident first 
in James City county, and afterwards in Prince George. Thomas Ra- 
venscroft was sheriff of James City county in 1722. The following deeds 
are on record in Prince George county: 1. March 12, 1722, from Peter 
Jones, of Prince George, to Thomas Ravenscroft, of Wilmington par- 
ish, James City, conveying a tract of land near the falls of Appomattox; 
2. November 1, 1723, from John Hamlin, of Prince George, to Thomas 
Ravenscroft, of Wilmington parish, James City, a tract of 250 acres, 
called Maycox. Captain Thomas Ravenscroft lived in Bristol parish, 
Prince George, in 17*3. The Virginia Gazette, in January, 1736, an- 
nounces the death "lately Col. Thomas Ravenscroft, lately Burgess for 
Prince George Co." He was succeeded by his son, John Ravenscroft, 
who was a justice of Prince George in 1738. In that year is a suit in 
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his son to make them a visit. Besides he hopes to learn many 
useful I things in that industrious part of the world, and, contrary 
to the custom of many Travellers, return both wiser & better, 
both which he will have a fair chance to do if you will please to 
shew his Modesty some countenance. You and I both remem- 
ber what an advantage it was to two bashfull people to be taken 
notice of by the worthys of a strange country. 

Whenever I meet with any of your saints from New England 
I fail not to ask kindly after my Lord Chief Justice, & have that 
Joy, which he denys me, of understanding he is still a healthy, 
vigorous old fellow. They tell me like Moses & Caleb he grows 
ancient without decay & promises as long a life. I wish you 
would live long enough to make all your countrymen honest by 
your righteous Judgments and good Example, & then Methus- 
alem & you will be the oldest men in story. I fancy your laws 
there are so tender that they put no knaves to death, but by a 
peculiar sort of Banishment condemn them to sail about the 
world in Sloops, & so expose them to the fury of the Ocean. 
Some of these Banditti anchor near my estate, for the advantage 
of traffiquing with my slaves, from whom they are sure to have 

Prince George by John Ravenscroft, executor of Thomas Ravenscroft. 
This John was probably the father of Dr. John Ravenscroft, of Prince 
George county, who married , daughter of Hugh Miller, of Bland- 
ford, in Prince George, and died in Scotland in 1780, leaving, at least, 
one child, Rt. Rev. John Starke Ravenscroft, Bishop of North Carolina, 
who was born near Blandford in 1772, and died in Raleigh, N. C, March, 
1830. There were others of the name and probably of the same fam- 
ily. Robt. Ravenscroft lived near Petersburg in 1768. Capt. Thos. Ra- 
venscroft, who had been a private in the Virginia Continental Line in the 
Revolution, died in Harrison county, Ky., in 1829, and had issue: I. 
John, died in 1S13, and had: 1. Sally, married in 1824, John Culp, and 
was living in Harrison county, 1846; ». Martha; 3. Elizabeth, married 
John Montgomery; II. Thomas, alive 183*; III. James, alive 1833; IV. 
Robert, alive 1833; V. William, alive 1833; VI. Polly, married Aaron 
Miller; VII. Betty, married John Ervatt; VIII. Nancy, married Hum- 
phrey Hickson; IX. Peggy, married Garrett Humble; X. Samuel, died 
before 1833 ( Va Land Bounty Records). " Maycox," bought by Thos. 
Ravenscroft in 1723, is on James river, directly opposite " Westover." 
As he appears to have been a native of New England, he may have 
been a descendant of the Mr. Ravenscroft who formed one of the first 
Episcopal congregation in Boston in 1686. 
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good Penny worths. I am now prosecuteing one of them whose 
name is Grant, for this crime, and have evidence sufficient to 
convict Him. I wish you would be so kind as to hang up all 
your Felons at home, and not send them abroad to discredit their 
country in this manner. 

If I could persuade our Captain of the Guard Ship to take a 
cruise to Boston at a proper season, I would come and beat up 
your Quarters at Salem. I want to see what alteration forty 
years have wrought in you since we used to intrigue together in 
The Temple. But Matrimony has attoned sufficiently for such 
Backslidings, & now I suppose you have so little fellow feeling 
left for the naughty Jades, that you can order them a good whip- 
ping without any relenting. But though I should be mistaken, 
I hope your conscience, with the aid of three score and ten, has 
gained a compleat victory over your constitution, which is al- 
most the case of S'r, your, &c. 

For Mr. Lynde. 

(22) 

To Captain Parke.* 

Westover, Febr'y 3rd, 1735. 
Dear Sir: 

Surely I must have been very unlucky in the miscarriage of 
so many of your letters. I can recollect no more than two that 
I have had the pleasure to receive & neither" of them from Eng- 
land, so I am quite in the dark whether that which I directed 
thither came to your hand. But altho I had not the sad news 
from yourself, yet I was sensibly toucht with the account of your 



* Captain Parke was doubtless a kinsman of Col. Daniel Parke, father 
of Ryrd's first wife, who while Governor of the Leeward Islands, was 
killed during an insurrection. This Colonel Daniel Parke, Jr., was son 
of Colonel Daniel Parke, Sr., Secretary of State of Virginia, and Re- 
becca Evelyn, his wife; was himself for a time a member of the Virginia 
Council; was an aide to Marlborough at Blenheim and carried the first 
news of the victory to England, and as a reward was given the govern- 
orship of the Leeward Islands. He left a considerable estate, but it was 
for years the subject of great trouble and loss to his two daughters, the 
wives of John Custis and William Byrd. 
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Shipwreck which I had from other People. The Sea owes you 
a great deal for what it has robbed you of & I wish with all my 
soul that Element may make you reparation some time or other. 
However I must own 'tis a comfort to understand that you bear 
your misfortunes so much like a Hero. If you can't perswade 
your Stars to prosper your worthy endeavours yet you support 
their Sullen Influence with cheerfulness, while others sink under 
such pressures you bear them with an elevation of spirit that 
makes you a gainer by your losses. For 'tis really worth while 
to suffer the worse spite the Devil can show you, to endure, it 
with so much true philosophy. 

I have maturely considered your project of coming hither 
with a large Ship the latter end of May. That will certainly be 
much too late for a young Interest that has most of its friends 
to make, especially when many accidents may fall out to make 
your arrival later. Besides our crop is so short that I am confi- 
dent many old standers must go home dead freighted. These 
things duly considered, make me even against my own wishes, 
advise you sincerely not to come hither so late. I 'would by no 
means have you bawlkt in your first attempt lest you might deter- 
mine never to make a second. In case you can Order your 
matters so as. to come early next year, and declare for liberty 
of consignment you may trust your friends and your own per- 
swading address to lead you. 

If you could prevail with Mrs. Dunbar to side against her 
righteous brother Charles, it would be knights service, she may 
certainly release the debt if she pleases, because if it be due at 
all, 'tis due to Her, & as it was not recovered in her husband's 
life time, it can be no part of his Estate, & consequently can't 
go to his Executor. Besides it will make the suit appear much 
more monstrous and unnatural (to have one of Col'o Parke's 
murderers claim in his own right any part of his Estate). If 
Mrs. Dunbar will do so generous an act, I should be so far from 
grutching her any part of her good fortune that I should think 
she merited all Col. Parke did for her. I am no Prophet nor 
the son of a Prophet & yet I have a very strong impression that 
whoever brings so cruel a suit as this would be against Col. 
Parke's children (who would not gain one farthing by their 
Father's will if they must pay his West India debt), will never 
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live to see the end of it. This I said of the late Mr. Dunbar, 
and I say it of all other such inhuman people who tread in his 
steps. 

As for any papers that may of use in the causes, you are as 
good a Judge as I, which of them may be serviceable, and altho 
Col. Custice may not have deserved so much at your hands, yet 
it will be the more generous in you to benefit the Family in this 
particular, who will all think themselves. highly obliged to you. 

Hearing no further from your Friend Mr. Freeman about 
Westover, I have offered it to my old acquaintance Mr. Peter 
Beckford, of Jamaica, and expect his answer. I must dispose 
therefore to make myself easy & emancipate my self from that 
slavery to which all debtors are subject. The truth of it is this 
habitation lys at such a distance from the Bulk of my Estate, 
that I should get more than price by disposing of it. 

All this Family join with me in wishing you all manner of 
Success in your affairs and hope providence will please to reward 
the Fortitude with which you bear adversity with a long train 
of good fortune & let us see with how much moderation you can 
flow in the Full tide of Prosperity. I am very affectionately, 

Your. 

To Capt. Parke. 



(23) 
To 



Virginia, the 25th February, 1735. 

There is some danger of my being in disgrace with my Dear 
Cousin for having been so Sleepy a correspondent, But I can 
tell you I did awake about six months ago & wrote you a long 
letter, I had then something to tell you that I believed might be 
worth the postage. We had a rot amongst our Gen'l Court 
Lawyers, Holloway f dyed here & Hopkins in England & made 

* This letter is evidently to a young Virginian who was a lawyer, and 
had not returned to Virginia. 

tjohn Holloway, long Speaker of the House of Burgesses and Treas- 
urer, and William Hopkins, were for many years leading practitioners 
at the bar of the General Court. Sketches of them by Sir John Ran- 
dolph have been printed. 
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room at the Bar for 2 other Orators to succeed them. And for 
your greater Encouragement I told vou from the Knight's* own 
mouth that you might depend on all the assistance he could 
give you. Also that you had some friends upon the Bench on 
whose favour you might rely. All these Allurements I laid in 
your way, but to as little purpose as Peg Smart us'd to spread 
her charms at Tunbridge. 

We have as various reports of your Fate with the widdow 
there, as there are about Peace & war in England. Sometimes 
we hear you are sailing into Port with a prosperous Gale, just 
ready to let go your Anchor. Soon after, we are told the wind 
took you short & had spitefully blown you out to sea again ; 
one while you ride on the wings of hope & the very next Post 
again you are tumbled down like an aspiring Icurus into the 
Gulph of dispair. [Four pages lost here.] 



(24) 
To Mr. Pratt. 

Virginia, the 24th of June, 1736. 
S'r: 

I should account myself unworthy of your Favour if I 
neglected thanking you by the first opportunity. Tis hard to 
tell you with how much pleasure I perused your letter of the 
6th of March. Besides the obliging Terms in which it was Ex- 
presst, it brought us the comfortable news that chaos was once 
more brought into order and our confused affairs reduc't into a 
promising method. The hopes of a Dividend, tho' a small one, 
gives me some content and the rather because a Prospect seems 
to open of its growing better. We are much obliged to our 
generous Trustees for this as well as to the diligence and dex- 
terity of Mr. Otway. 

However Mrs. Emmet's behaviour gives me some uneasiness 
whose impertinence I find puts a stop to your application to the 
Chancery for Power to renew Leases. Certainly their is some 
thing more in her refusing to deliver up the Papers besides 
Female Obstinacy, tho' that sometimes will struggle very hard. 

* Sir John Randolph. 
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There seems to be besides some management betwixt her and 
Mr. Justice Farwell, and were it not a little undutyfull I should 
mistrust our good mother to be in the Plot. Whoever may be 
in the Secret I hope my Lord Chancellor will send her Lad" to 
the Fleet for her contempt. I should be exceeding glad I must 
confess to understand that the Trustees had obtained a Power 
of raising mony by this easie method to pay off all our encum- 
brances. Were these happily discharged we should go on 
merrily and I should look upon it as a real Jubi * * * to 
deliver me from the Servitude of being in Debt. The Alderman 
is as clamorous and unreasonable as any Jew, and I should be 
glad to knock off his chains. If any more than ordinary delay 
should happen in raising this money, would it be difficult to 
perswade some wealthy Person to lay down the ,£2,000 and take 
the assignment of Mrs. Byrd's Fortune. I make no doubt but 
the Security is good, and Five per cent, would be some Tempta- 
tion, now common interest is come down to three. At Present 
Mr. Perry himself has the assignment and would be glad to 
transfer it to any one who coud lye out of the money more con- 
veniently than he can. The Account Mr. Ottway has sent me 
of the Interest due to each of the Sisters I am perswaded is very 
just and God forgive our Honoured mother for having in the 
abundance of her Good Nature been the cause that Mrs. Byrd 
has less than the rest. Who knows but this may some time or 
other bring a Qualm over her Stomach ? 

We are perfectly Satisfyed S r with the Disposal of the Ballance 
arising from the Chelsea Water Works and are of opinion that 
no money was ever better laid out, not even that for Praying 
Sinners out of Purgatory. But Amidst all the Satisfaction your 
Letter affords us there is one thing gives us a Sensible pain and 
that is the oppression you complain of at your Stomach. 'Tis 
a sad reflection that in this world of love no degree of merit can 
save a man from suffering. The best of it is, afflictions become 
a Blessing to those that bear them handsomely and therefore 
after all it may be a sort of Impropriety to condole with you 
upon it. 

I am much obliged to Mr. Thomas Pratt for the trouble he 
took of being Your Secretary. He is so good a one that I 
shall hope to hear some time or other that he has succeeded my 
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old acquaintance Mr. Scroop, and that my good wishes may be 
the more powerfull. Mrs. Byrd joins with me in them. 

We are told of Prodigys on your Side the water, one of the 
Strangest of which is that our mother grows aflectionate and 
good natured. By this I fear she is not long for the world. I 
think it a more deadly symptom than swelled leggs or Difficulty 
of breathing. If these mortal Tokens should grow upon her 
She is gone beyond the power of world's Pill and 'twill be 
time to forgive her Daughters all the Injustice she has done 
them. 

Your commands Sir will ever be observed by me with Punctu- 
ality, but when you desire me to send a Sensible Master of a ship 
to wait upon you it 'twill be difficult to shew my obedience. 

They are commonly men of no aspiring genius and their under- 
standing rises little higher than Instinct. When they go out of 
their ships they are out of their Element. They are most of 
them arrant Sea Calves, and the Tritons that Swim under are 
just as wise as those that sail upon it. The most they can be 
brought to do, is, sometimes to deliver a Letter, and if they 
happen to have superior parts, they may be Instructed perhaps 
to call for an answer. One may as soon tutor a monkey to speak 
or a French woman to hold her tongue as to bring a Skipper to 
higher Flights of Reason. 

You will please to excuse the short compliments I am forct to 
make you for all your kindness, But Brevity is always best when 
'tis impossible to say enough. Tho' this you may depend upon 
that I am always Sir, etc. 

For Mr. Pratt. 



(25) 

To Colonel Francis Otway. 

[First part missing.] 

Justice and good nature throughout the whole management. 
But I dare not undertake your Generosity by attempting to pay 
it off with so poor a Return. I shall only assure you that I am 
perfectly Sensible of your goodness and should esteem myself 
happy if Providence would please throw it in my way to do you 
any service. 
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My Dear Brother's Transaction with the flinty Peter Waters 
is not a greater Benefit to the Estate than it is a credit to the 
skill that conducted it so happily. I must needs be of your 
opinion to convert as much of your Income as possible into 
Ground Rents which will stand every Calamity but an Earth- 
quake. 

Houses God knows are a very uncertain Estate, lying at the 
mercy of Fire & Tempest, and tho' they be so lucky as to escape 
those Disasters will be subject to decay and consequently to 
Repair. And these will bring the Plague of workman who make 
no Bones of abusing the honest Land Lord as much as they can. 

Lord! What can Madam Emmett mean by keeping the Papers 
relating to our Law suit. I can see no advantage She can make 
of it unless She has been bribed by Master Farwell or our Hon- 
oured Mother. 

I hope my Lord Chancellor will send her to the Fleet for her 
Iniquity and contempt. May she and every other obstacle be 
removed that stands in our way of discharging the Estate! 

My Friend the Alderman grows very clamorous for his money 
notwithstanding he has the modesty to take 5 p. cent, and there- 
fore I should be glad to stop his mouth with the ,£2,000 that 
will be due to my wife. This woud stay his stomach and a little 
time woud enable me to ballance his account, which I should 
esteem a jubilee indeed and the rather because it woud put me 
in condition to make you a visit which I long for of all things in 
the world. 

I have lately had the honour to receive a Letter from our 
worthy Friend Mr. Pratt and with it a state of our Accounts for 
this last year. I shall not fail to make him my most humble 
acknowledgement and beg the continuance of his Favours. I 
observe with pleasure that by your admirable management our 
affairs are now in a Train of producing a Dividend every year. 
Your Estate of what is due to each of the Sisters for Interest on 
their Fortunes I believe to be perfectly just & hope our good 
mother will remember that our Deficiency is entirely owing to 
her Suggestions. 

As began with thanking you for the Pains^you are so good as 
to take in our affairs so I must end with it too, by which you 
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will believe it lyes next my heart. May you have health to go 
through this arduous work and enjoy the fruits of your own good 
management for many years. 

I am my Dear Brother's, etc. 

For Brother Otway. 

(to be continued) 



Papers Relating to the Administration of Governor 

Nicholson and to the Founding of William 

and Mary College. 



(concluded) 



The Present State of ye College of William and 
Mary in Virginia. 

The present state of ye College of Wm. and Mary in Virg* 
impartially considered. Wee have had ye name of a College 
now these ten years in Virg*, a College w cb should have consisted 
of a President & Six Masters to bring up our youth in ye learn'd 
languages & Liberall Arts & Sciences & in all virtuous & com- 
endable qualitys that from thence (as is mentioned in ye College 
Charter), this her Maty's Colony & Dominion of Virg* might be 
furnished w' b a Cons* supply of fair and able men to serve both 
in Church and State, but instead of such a college we have only 
a Grammar School, and though we have neither Philosophy, 
Mathematicks, Physick, nor Divinity Professor to initiate ye 
Schollars in one or another of these Professions when past ye 
Grammar School, yet all this while we have hf»d a President 
(w " makes our College a College w u out a President), who 
pockets up yearly ^150 of ye College money. If I am not out 
in my computation he will have enriched his coffers next pay 
day w ,b about ^1,500 of ye College Cash, w ch at ye rate of jQio 
p. year would have keep 16 Schollars yearly since ye Grammar 
School began, or if kept in Bank would have been a ready fund 
for ye maintenance of ye other masters mentioned in ye Charter, 



